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c SUGGEST.^ 11“ \BE WADE CLEAR IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATIONS ,. ^ 

*UR VIEW . THAT PHASE 2 AND 3 OPERATIONS NOT REPEAT. NOT . INTENDED 
$?£y> ’ TO . BE LAUNCHED UNTIL AFTER WE BEGIN MAKE HEaPWAY IN DELTA AND 
; IT 3EC0MES INCREASINGLY CLEAR TO ALL .CONCERNED THAT VIE.TCONG 
• v ARE LOSING ANY CHANCE OF GAINING LOYALTY OF SVN POPULATION. 

IN THE FIRST PLACE, PaSE 2 AND 3 OPERATIONS PRIOR TO BEGINNINGS 
OF HEADWAY IN DELTA WOULD LIKELY BE INTERPRETED BY NORTH VIET- 
v NaMESE AS ACT OF DESPERATION and THEREFORE WOULD NOT BE 

EFFECTIVE IN BRINGING CHANGE IN THEIR POLICIES. } IN THE SECOND 

* - . % _ 

PLACE, PHASE 2 AND 3 ACTIONS LAUNCHED PREMATURELY WOULD GREATLY 
INCREASE PRESSURE FROM WESTERN ALLIES AND CERTAIN SEGMENTS U. S. 

J 

OPINION. FOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SINCE U.S. INVOLVEMENT WITH 
NOR TH IS PRINCIPAL FEAR OF NEUTRALIST SENTIMENT. . PURPOSE OF 

phase 1 operations is to maintain - threat in' i^tTruT period 

WE BEGIN TO MAKE PROGRESS IN DELTA AND TO LAY GROUNDWORK FOR 
LAUNCHING PHASE 2 AND 3 OPERATIONS AT A TIME WHEN THEY MOST 

LIKELY TO RESULT IN VIET-NAM BACKDOWN. DECLASSIFIED 
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